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PREFACE. 



T^HE present condition of our portion of " the City of 
-*■ our God/' assailed by various enemies, and divided 
within itself, fills the minds of its most earnest and 
faithful members with grief and dismay. They mourn 
over its inability to fulfil the high office entrusted to it, 
of guardian and teacher of Gospel truth. They are dis- 
mayed at seeing it doubtful and hesitating in the delivery 
of apostolical doctrine, and the assertion of a sound prin- 
ciple of order — crippled in its resources — and kept down 
by the strong arm of power, which should be lifted up to 
strengthen and support it. Let not words such as these 
be interpreted to show a spirit of despondency, or dis- 
trust of the power and goodness of God. They are the 
expression of a solemn thought, that, for our sins, and 
for the sins of our forefathers. His judgments are upon 
us; and a holy fear lest that word be fulfilled in us: 
" Lord, when Thy hand is lifted up, they will not see ; 
but they shall see, and be ashamed." Neither let thera 
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be thought to argue a forgetfulness of the blessings 
largely and most mercifully bestowed upon us : the 
greatly increased number of our churches, of those who 
minister, and the congregations who attend in them ; 
services more frequently and regularly performed, es- 
pecially, perhaps, the holy rite of Confirmation ; schools 
every where established for the poor ; and improved re- 
ligious instruction given in ancient institutions for those 
of a higher rank ; above all, as showing a most sure token 
of life and vigour, the planting of Churches in foreign 
lands, for promoting the glory of God among our own 
countrymen, and spreading the Gospel among the 
heathen ; — for all these, what lifting up of the heart 
should there be, in devout thankfulness, for these tokens 
of Christ's presence among us ! Yet, if our sense of these, 
and of our many privileges, make us proud and vain- 
glorious, and blind to our real condition ; lofty in our 
own conceits on account of what we deem ourselves to 
be, rather than humbled at the thought of what might 
and ought to be our state ; if the blessings and means of 
grace by which our Divine Head would unite us to Him- 
self and to one another, become a fruitful source of 
division and mutual reproach; — have we not cause to 
fear, lest even His gifts become a snare, and " the things 

which 



which should have been for our welfare, be unto us an 
occasion of falling t " 

The parliamentary recess, seeing that Parliament now 
rules the earthly destinies of our Church, affords, like 
every season of rest, a fit occasion for reflection and con- 
sideration. And the proper use of this occasion becomes 
a solemn duty on those who, whether placed in " the 
tower," like the prophet, or moving in an humbler station, 
would approve themselves faithful servants ; who wait for 
their Lord's coming, and therefore at all times " watch 
to see what He will say to them, and what they shall 
answer when they are reproved." The importance of 
such an instance of faithful watching will be more and 
more manifest, as we discover signs of the approach of 
the last days, and the coming of the Lord draweth nigh ; 
which will be marked by the almost entire absence of 
faith upon the earth. 

The first circumstance which demands our attention, 
is the Papal Aggression ; which should surely have 
brought us to great humiliation, and serious musing upon 
the circumstances which have given the enemy such 
advantage over us, and encouraged him to put forth his 
strength. Instead of this, the announcement was re- 
ceived with a proud and lofty spirit, and a tone of confi- 
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dence and of anticipated triumph, to which the result, 
so far as has yet shown itself, appears in sad contrast. 
Much of outrage followed, too, which had indeed been 
foreseen by some of those who made most confident 
boasting of subduing the aggressor. It is most worthy 
of notice, that this aggression, as it is termed, was treated 
by our rulers in a political view, as an invasion of the 
rights of the Crown ; whereas the authority vested in the 
Sovereign is now become only a name and a shadow ; 
being employed by the Minister of the day to appoint 
the chief rulers of the Church at his own pleasure. And 
this, implying, as it seems to do, a subjection of the 
spiritual to the temporal power, and possibly even the 
elevation of heretical doctrine, acquiesced in, if not highly 
commended by, members of our Church ; how can it fail 
to incite the Roman pontiff to put forth a real power, 
and to summon all who acknowledge a spiritual sove- 
reignty derived from our Lord Himself, to own it now, 
vested in His earthly representative? And can we deny 
the reproach cast upon us ? Are not the ancient forms 
for electing a Bishop, and confirming the election, set 
aside, and consecration required upon the Queen's 
mandate, issued at the will of the Minister? What 
more at variance with the practice of the primitive 
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Church, which we take for our model in doctrine and 
in order ? 

The truer view of the act of the Roman pontiff has 
not however been overlooked, either by the faithful 
members of the Church, who have found therein cause 
for deep humiliation and holy fear ; or by such as, view- 
ing perhaps with admiration an act of unlimited power 
in one who claims to be Christ's vicegerent, have been 
the more ready to quit a community, which they deem to 
be no better than a powerless creature of the State. This 
secession of some of our best and ablest, most pious and 
most laborious members, is matter of great grief to those 
who remain ; who are made to feel the bursting asunder 
of the strongest and most holy ties ; and yet more, the 
dishonour done to our beloved and honoured Master; 
and the weakening of the hands, and heartless censure 
of such as maintain their faith and allegiance. And 
it brings them low, and causes in them great searching 
of heart, lest some occeision of so grievous a loss and 
heavy judgment be laid at their door, for unthankfulness 
in the midst of rich blessings, and neglect of privileges. 

Nor is this their only cause of grief, of shame moreover, 
and of fear. They have witnessed a growing domination 
of the civil power over the Church ; and an Erastian 
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acquiescence on the part of those who claim for them- 
selves an exclusive and entire preaching of Gospel doc- 
trine. And this ruling poveer, it must be well noted^ is 
practically and really in the House of Commons^ which 
scarcely professes to be, exclusively, even Christian ; and 
is at all times likely to favour lax teaching: as was 
manifested when the Minister of the Crown took upon 
himself to sanction the judgment of the Judicial Council 
in the Gorham case, and was received with applause by 
the representatives of the people. The grievance of that 
Council, as having power to affirm the truth of any 
doctrine, whatever it may be, still continues ; the power 
of the Minister to appoint Bishops, in all the odious 
terms set forth by Her Majesty's counsel in the Hampden 
case; and the denial of all power in the Church to 
interfere in the elevation of any one, whoever it may be, 
to the episcopal office; — these remain, without an attempt 
to release the Church from the chains which have been 
forged for her. The education of all classes, from the 
university to the parish-school, vnll soon probably be 
placed under a Minister of Public Instruction appointed 
by the Government. The absence of any ecclesiastical 
court, whether for declaring true doctrine, or enforcing 
discipline, is a subject of fruitless lamentation : an 
/ attempt 
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attempt to procure an expression of opinion in favour of 
Convocation^ has produced a declaration from the highest 
authority, lay and spiritual, that a Church Synod is to 
be dreaded as absolutely pernicious. Thus, whilst the 
most solemn prayer is regularly offered for the aid of the 
Holy Spirit to bless the deliberations of the Bishops and 
Clergy met in Council, for form's sake, there is a settled 
assurance that such deliberations are to be deprecated 
as only evil. And what have we not now to fear from 
the bringing together of all peoples, nations, and lan- 
guages, differing in religious tenets and forms of worship, 
as much as in manners and customs ? What, but that 
the primitive rule of order and government in the Church 
shall be lowered, to admit the orders of foreign pastors, 
and therefore of all ministers who may plead necessity, 
or the right of conscience ? How may not both primitive 
doctrine and worship be diluted by a mixture of foreign 
leaven ; a lower standard of Biblical interpretation gain 
strength among us ; the value of sacraments and sacra- 
mental ordinances be greatly depreciated ; and the minds 
of the people be gradually prepared by latitudinarian 
indifference for that fearful consummation, when Rome, 
the fruitful parent of unbelief, subjecting all to itself, 
shall make havoc of the truth ? 
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And have we nothing to fear on account of the short- 
comings even of those who are appointed guardians of 
the Lord's heritage ? Are our Bishops sufficient for the 
crisisj in number^ in learning, in freedom from political 
influence and party views ? Are our Clergy so numerous ; 
so well trained to their high office, to all the duties and 
charities which meet in a cure of souls, to all the extent 
of knowledge, the niceties and subtleties of casuistry, or a 
sense of the rightful authority over their flocks, and skill 
in exercising it, which will enable them and their people to 
stand against the wiles of the adversary ? What may not 
be dreaded from the worldly spirit, the luxury and profuse- 
ness of many of the wealthiest among us, which shut out 
the love of God, and the claims of His Church ? — from 
that middle class of tradesmen, artisans, and manufac- 
turers, whom the Church has never instructed, and who 
are a ready prey to the socialist and the infidel? — or 
that mixed multitude of both sexes and all ages, thrown 
together in want of bodily and spiritual food, who have 
scarcely light in their dwellings, and are never cheered 
or visited by a ray of the Sun of righteousness ? Over 
all these, what power does the Church exercise — given, 
as they should seem to be, into her hands 2 And why 
is it thus ? Why was the Gospel preached among us in 

purity 



\ 



( 11 ) 

purity and truth, and a spirit of resistance to Romish 
errors nursed up amongst us, and grace given at our 
renouncing them altogether, to maintain the truth, as 
at the beginning, if the land — the field of the Lord's 
heritage — is now overrun with vile and noxious weeds? 
Can there be a sadder sight presented to the eyes of 
angels, or the thought of man ? — Yes : how suggestive 
of painful thought and fearful anticipation are our 
divisions among ourselves, who own one Lord, one faith, 
and one rule of worship ! Has not the wily adversary 
of Grod and man taken advantage of our boasted wisdom, 
and freedom of thought and action, to sow dissension ; 
where union would be strength ? Oh ! let us " pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem ;" for in her peace shall we have 
peace in ourselves, and with one another ! Oh ! if those 
who have forsaken the Mother that bare and nursed them, 
had continued to kneel with us by her side ; or if now, 
instead of indulging in scorn and reproach, they would 
entreat for us (and if we be very heathens in their sight 
we have greater need of help) ; — might not the Spirit be 
poured upon us from on high ? And if those who main- 
tain their stedfastness, though differing, alas! among 
themselves, and unable to heal their dissensions, would 
unite, as all may meet together, in supplication, before 
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the throne of grace, to Him *' who is the author of peace, 
and lover of concord," and in the name of the One 
Saviour of all, the One Mediator between the Father 
and His erring children, may He not yet be prevailed on 
to " bring us health and cure, and reveal unto us the 
abundance of peace and truth ? '* 

Even so it was in the days of Israel's distress : pro- 
phets, priests, and rulers made confession of their own 
sins, and the sins of their people. The same has been 
the practice of the servants of Christ. It is said, that in 
the more faithful days of the early Church, when troubles 
thickened round her children, they were used to forsake 
all human helps and means of assistance, and betake 
themselves wholly to prayer. Such is recorded to have 
been the conduct of the orthodox remnant in Arian days, 
when the powers of this world were striving to force 
error into the Church ; and when, under severe and long- 
continued persecution, many, upon whom the faithful 
had been tempted to rest their hopes, failed, and let go 
their stedfastness. And be it even so with us ; for we 
have much need — need of all that is comprehended or 
implied in making prayer and supplication ; need of a 
full sense of our dangers and necessities ; need of a deep 
and lowly consciousness of our sins and infirmities ; need 

of 
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of unfailing trust in Him ''who stilleth the raging of 
the sea, and the noise of his waves, and the madness of 
the people ;" need of peace and charity among ourselves, 
" endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace/* and '' striving together in prayer." Oh ! 
let us pray earnestly " for the good estate of the Catholic 
Church, that it may be so guided and governed by His 
good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold 
the faith in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life." Then (may we hope) " will the 
Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his people." What 
surer token of His presence amongst us, stirring up the 
hearts of His servants, as of old He " stirred up the spirit 
of Zerubbabel the governor of Judah, and the spirit of 
Joshua the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant 
of the people," than the zeal which moves the hearts 
of so many to " contend earnestly for the faith once de- 
livered to the saints ;" — seeking " grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father, and from Jesus Christ the Son of 
the Father, in truth and love ?" — What greater assurance, 
that, though " cast down," they are " not destroyed ;" 
though " perplexed," they may not " despair." 

For those who would desire, whether singly, or one 
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with another, thus to seek the favour of God for the 
Church in which, through His mercy, their lot is cast, 
the following Manual is submitted by way of assistance 
and suggestion. Let one word of caution only be added, 
that we must not only cry unto God, but turn every 
one from his evil way, and from his secret sins: for 
though ** the judgments of God are a great deep*' and 
'^unsearchable, and His ways past finding out," yet of this 
we may be sure, not only that " the effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much;" — while if 
any one ''incUne unto wickedness with his heart, the 
Lord will not hear ;" — but that the prayer and humilia- 
tion of the faithful servants of God have at all times 
saved their city or people from some threatened destruc- 
tion; and the contrite heart of the mourner is the 
favoured suppliant for the welfare of the Church : ** The 
sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, Thou wilt not despise : O be favourable 
and gracious unto Zion, build Thou the walls of .Jerusa- 
lem ! " Even so our great High Priest and Divine 
Pattern, laden with the iniquities of His people^ made 
confession of their sin, as if it had been His own, and 
received an answer of peace. Ps. xl. Ixix. et ah 
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PSALMS XXV. xl. Ixxiv. Ixxx. cxx. cxxi. cxxii. 
cxxiii. cxxxii. cxxxiii. 

Portions of Scripture. 
Neh. ix. ; Is. xxiv. xxv. xxvi. lix. Ixiii. 7, &c. 
Ixiv. ; Jer. viii. 4, &c., ix. x. 6, &c. ; Lara. iii. v. ; 
Dan. ix. ; Amos. v. vi. ; Ecclus. xxxvi. 1 — 17 : 
John xvii. ; Acts xv. ; Eph. iv. 1 — 16 ; 2, 3 
John ; Jude ; Rev. ii. iii. 

Confession of Sin, and Supplication. 

OGOD the Father, who hast purchased to 
Thyself an universal Church by the pre-- 
cious blood of Thy dear Son, Have mercy upon 
uSy and save us ! 

O God the Son, our great Hi^ Pi:\fts^-,^Vis^ 
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ever Hvest to make intercession for the Church 
which Thou hast redeemed. Have mercy upon 
us, and save us ! 

O Holy Ghost, the Comforter, who didst send 
Thy grace upon the Bishops and Pastors, and 
the whole body of Thy Church, Have mercy 
upon us, and save us ! 

O holy and blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, in whose most holy Name we have 
been baptized and brought into Thy Church, 
Have mercy upon us, and save us ! 

Remember not. Lord, our oflfences, nor the 
offences of our forefathers, neither take Thou 
vengeance of our sins ; spare us, good Lord, 
spare thy people, whom Thou hast redeemed 
with Thy most precious blood, and be not 
angry with us for ever. 

We have sinned with our fathers, and done 

wickedly : our fathers regarded not Thy judg- 

ments, nehher kept Thy great goodness in re- 
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membrance ; and we have rebelled against Thee 
with our inventions, and have been brought 
low in our iniquities. Have mercy upon us, and 
save us ! 

From open and disguised unbelief. 
From impenitence and hardness of heart. 
From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism, 
From all contempt of Thy Word and command- 
ments. 
From the unrighteousness of Balaam, and the 

gainsaying of Korah, 
From the tyranny of rulers, and madness of the 

people. 
From the sword without, and terror within. 
From leaving the old paths, and seeking out 

new inventions, 
From doing our own ways, and seeking our own 

pleasure, and speaking our own words. 
From a fretful and disobedient temper. 
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From fearfulness and impatience, 

From Romish superstition and heretical disorder. 

From adding to, or taking from the faith once 

deUvered to the saints. 
From dishonouring of holy things, and of those 

who minister in them, 
From the wo upon those that are at ease in 

Zion, and put far away the evil day, and are 

not grieved for the affliction of Joseph, 
Have mercy upon us, and save us ! 

We humbly beseech Thee to hear us, good 
Lord, and that it may please Thee to give us 
true repentance, to forgive us all our sins, 
negligences, and ignorances, and to endue us 
with the grace of Thy Holy Spirit, to amend our 
lives according to Thy holy Word. 

O our God, we are ashamed, and blush to 
Hft up our eyes to Thee, our God! for our 
iniquities are increased over our head, and our 
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trespass is grown up into the heavens. Since 
the days of our fathers have we been in a 
great trespass unto this day, and for our ini- 
quities have we and our priests been brought 
to confusion of face. And now let grace be 
showed from the Lord our God, to leave 
us a remnant to escape, to fasten us in His 
holy place, to lighten our eyes, and give us a 
reviving in our bondage. We looked for peace, 
but no good came ; and for a time of healing, 
and behold trouble. O be favourable and 
gracious unto Zion, build Thou the walls of 
Jerusalem ! O save Thy people, and give Thy 
blessing upon Thine inheritance; feed them, 
and set them up for ever ! 

Collects 

for St. John the Evangelist's Day. 
5th Sunday after the Epiphany. 
Good Friday. 
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for Trinity Sunday, 

5th, 15th, 16th, 22nd, 23rd Sundays after 
Trinity. 

St. Matthias' Day. 

St. Mark's Day. 

St. Peter's Day. 

St. Bartholomew's Day. 

St. Simon and St. Jude's Day. 

All Saints'. 

For Unity. 
Keble's Paraphrase of the Lord's Prayer. 

Intercession. 

BLESS, O Lord, Thy holy Catholic Church, 
heal its sores and divisions, spread the 
knowledge of Thy truth in all the world, bring 
back Thine ancient people, and let the fulness of 
the Gentiles be brought in. 

Grant to all who profess and call themselves 
Christian s^ that they may be led into the way of 



C 21 ) 

truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in 
the bond of peace and in righteousness of life. 

Bless this Church and nation, particularly 
those whom Thy Providence hath set over them ; 
frustrate the designs of the ill-disposed, and 
pardon and convert those who deny or corrupt 
the truth as it is in Jesus ; pardon and restore 
those who are gone from us, and strengthen the 
things that remain. Pardon all the sins of Thy 
people, our unbelief, our worldliness, our divi- 
sions ; heal our breaches ; unite us, O God of 
truth, in the true faith, and love of Thee, and of 
one another. 

Restore the old godly discipline, which is lost 
to us for our sins ; and give us back our Synods, 
if it be the good pleasure of Thy will ; that, as 
the Apostles assembled with the Elders and 
Brethren, in the power of the Holy Ghost, so we 
that are Thy people may once more be gathered in 
Thy name, with our Bishops and Pastors, having 
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the presence of Thy blessed Spirit, " who with 
the Father and the Son hath a glorious Name.** 

Shed Thy grace upon the Churches that are 
planted abroad, and water them abundantly with 
the dew of Thy blessing; and upon our sister 
Churches, to stablish, strengthen, settle them. 

Bless our fathers the Bishops, and all who 
minister in holy things [especially]i and those 
who are gone forth into foreign lands ; strengthen 
them in their labours, and support and comfort 
them under every sorrow, and in every trial. 

Prosper the designs of the Societies, which 
labour for the promoting of Thy glory, the 
spreading of the Gospel of Thy dear Son, and 
the relief of the necessities of His poor and 
afflicted members. 

Strengthen with Thy grace those who labour 
in the Lord, and comfort and support those who 
suffer for conscience sake, that they be not 
weary, nor faint in their minds. 

Fiually, 
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Finally, be merciful to all men, the work of 
Thine hand, and the price of Thy Son's blood; 
for the sake of the same Thy Son, Jesus Christ, 
who with Thee and the Holy Ghost, is blessed 
and praised for ever. 

Thanksgiving. 

ALLELUIA ! salvation, and glory, and power 
unto the Lord our God ; for true and 
righteous are Hrs judgments. 

Blessed art Thou, Lord God of Israel, our 
Father from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed 
for the grace bestowed upon this portion of Thy 
Church, from the beginning and hitherto ; for 
guarding it from heretical pravity and disorder ; 
and that Thou makest it an instrument for bring- 
ing the Heathen into Thy fold ; for all Thy Saints, 
especially those who have suffered for the truth's 
sake ; for the Bishops and Pastors, who have pre- 
served among us apostolical order, and the due 
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affllhinistration of the Sacraments ; and for all who 
by their faith, their learning, their public teaching, 
and the holiness of their lives, have in their seve- 
ral generations set forth Thy glory, and advanced 
the kingdom of Thy dear Son ; — for whom we 
give Thee high praise and hearty thanks, through 
Thine only begotten Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, beseeching Thee to give us grace so to 
follow their steps in all holy and godly living, that 
together with them we may have rest from all 
grief, and sorrow, and pain, in the glorious light 
of Thy Saints ; and at the general resurrection 
may be received into Thine everlasting king- 
dom ; that in this, and in all things. Thy holy, 
blessed, and glorious Name may be hallowed, 
glorified, praised, and sanctified, together with 
Thy Son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Ghost, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

THE END, 
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